
THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE  

ASCENSION 

We believe in sharing love and grace with God and one another. 
  

THE THIRTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
CONFIRMATION SUNDAY 

Sunday, September 7, 2025 
The Rt. Rev. Dr. Glenda Curry, Bishop of the Diocese of Alabama 

The Rt. Rev. Brian Prior, Assisting Bishop 
The Reverend Candice B. Frazer, Rector 

Mංඇංඌඍൾඋඌ Sൾඋඏංඇ඀ Tඁංඌ Sඎඇൽൺඒ 

Oඋ඀ൺඇංඌඍ/Cඁඈංඋආൺඌඍൾඋ: Becky Taylor 
Lൾർඍඈඋ:  Evans Bailey 

LEMs:  Garrett Bamman,  
Brad Curvin, Harry Simon 

Vൾඋ඀ൾඋ:  Ellen Brooks 
Aർඈඅඒඍൾඌ: Tൾൺආ Mൺඋ඄: 

 Alden Pate, Addie Liveoak, 
Wren Mielke, Penelope Daniel 

  
 
 
  
  

    

Vൾඌඍඋඒ Gඋൾൾඍൾඋ:   
Evans Bailey 

AV Cඋൾඐ: Jason Pate, Camera 
Aඅඍൺඋ Gඎංඅൽ:  Stacia Bailey, Janan Hayden, 

Susan Copeland 
Fඅඈඐൾඋ Gඎංඅൽ:  Pat Rutland 
 Uඌඁൾඋඌ: Henry Weatherly,  

Milan Simpler, Michael McNair 
   
  



Hඈඅඒ Eඎർඁൺඋංඌඍ Rංඍൾ Tඐඈ ~ 10:30 AM Lංඏൾඌඍඋൾൺආ 

Voluntary       Mass for the Parishes: Tierce en Taille (F. Couperin) 
 

Introit        In your mercy, Lord, you called me (W. Boyce) 
 

Hymn 9            Not here for high and holy things (Morning Song) 



Collect of the Day                           
Grant us, O Lord, to trust in you with all our hearts; for, as you always resist the proud who confide in 
their own strength, so you never forsake those who make their boast of your mercy; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.  

Tඁൾ Fංඋඌඍ Lൾඌඌඈඇ: Dൾඎඍൾඋඈඇඈආඒ 30:15-20 

A reading from the book Deuteronomy. 

Reader       The Word of the Lord.  
People Thanks be to God.  

The people standing, the Bishop says: 
 

  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  
People  And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever.  Amen.  
 
The Bishop then continues  
 
  There is one Body and one Spirit;  
People  There is one hope in God's call to us;  
Bishop  One Lord, one Faith, one Baptism;  
People  One God and Father of all.  
 
Bishop  The Lord be with you.  
People  And also with you.  
Bishop  Let us pray.  

 THE WORD OF GOD 

Moses said to all Israel the words which the Lord commanded him, "See, I have set before you today 
life and prosperity, death and adversity. If you obey the commandments of the Lord your God that I am 
commanding you today, by loving the Lord your God, walking in his ways, and observing his com-
mandments, decrees, and ordinances, then you shall live and become numerous, and the Lord your God 
will bless you in the land that you are entering to possess. But if your heart turns away and you do not 
hear, but are led astray to bow down to other gods and serve them, I declare to you today that you shall 
perish; you shall not live long in the land that you are crossing the Jordan to enter and possess. I call 
heaven and earth to witness against you today that I have set before you life and death, blessings and 
curses. Choose life so that you and your descendants may live, loving the Lord your God, obeying him, 
and holding fast to him; for that means life to you and length of days, so that you may live in the land 
that the Lord swore to give to your ancestors, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob."  



Pඌൺඅආ  1 Beatus vir qui non abiit 

Tඁൾ Eඉංඌඍඅൾ: Pඁංඅൾආඈඇ 30:15-20 

A reading from Paul’s letter to Philemon. 

Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother, 
To Philemon our dear friend and co-worker, to Apphia our sister, to Archippus our fellow soldier, and 
to the church in your house:  
  

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
When I remember you in my prayers, I always thank my God because I hear of your love for all the 
saints and your faith toward the Lord Jesus. I pray that the sharing of your faith may become effective 
when you perceive all the good that we may do for Christ. I have indeed received much joy and en-
couragement from your love, because the hearts of the saints have been refreshed through you, my 
brother. 
 

For this reason, though I am bold enough in Christ to command you to do your duty, yet I would rather 
appeal to you on the basis of love-- and I, Paul, do this as an old man, and now also as a prisoner of 
Christ Jesus. I am appealing to you for my child, Onesimus, whose father I have become during my 
imprisonment. Formerly he was useless to you, but now he is indeed useful both to you and to me. I am 
sending him, that is, my own heart, back to you. I wanted to keep him with me, so that he might be of 
service to me in your place during my imprisonment for the gospel; but I preferred to do nothing with-
out your consent, in order that your good deed might be voluntary and not something forced. Perhaps 
this is the reason he was separated from you for a while, so that you might have him back forever, no 
longer as a slave but more than a slave, a beloved brother-- especially to me but how much more to 
you, both in the flesh and in the Lord.  

1 Happy are they who have not walked in the / counsel of •Êthe / wicked, * 
 nor lingered in the way of sinners, 
 nor sat in the / seats / ofÊthe / scornful! 
 
2 Their delight is in the / law of •Êthe / Lord, * 
 and they meditate on his / law / day and / night. 
 
3 They are like trees planted by streams of water, 
 bearing fruit in due season, with leaves that / do not / wither; * 
 every- / thing they / do shall / prosper. 
 
4 It is not / so with • the / wicked; * 
 they are like / chaff which •Êthe / wind blows • a- / way. 
 
5 Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when / judg - ment / comes, * 
 nor the sinner in the / coun - cil / of the / righteous. 
 
6 For the Lord knows the / way of •Êthe / righteous, * 
 but the / way of •Êthe / wicked •Êis / doomed. 



Reader       The Word of the Lord.  
People Thanks be to God.  

Sequence Hymn 576    God is love, and where true love is (Mandatum)   

So if you consider me your partner, welcome him as you would welcome me. If he has wronged you in 
any way, or owes you anything, charge that to my account. I, Paul, am writing this with my own hand: 
I will repay it. I say nothing about your owing me even your own self. Yes, brother, let me have this 
benefit from you in the Lord! Refresh my heart in Christ. Confident of your obedience, I am writing to 
you, knowing that you will do even more than I say. 



Tඁൾ Gඈඌඉൾඅ: Luke 14:25-33 

Celebrant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark.  
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.  

Now large crowds were traveling with Jesus; and he turned and said to them,  
"Whoever comes to me and does not hate father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters, 
yes, and even life itself, cannot be my disciple. Whoever does not carry the cross and follow me cannot 
be my disciple. For which of you, intending to build a tower, does not first sit down and estimate the 
cost, to see whether he has enough to complete it? Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation and is not 
able to finish, all who see it will begin to ridicule him, saying, `This fellow began to build and was not 
able to finish.' Or what king, going out to wage war against another king, will not sit down first and 
consider whether he is able with ten thousand to oppose the one who comes against him with twenty 
thousand? If he cannot, then, while the other is still far away, he sends a delegation and asks for the 
terms of peace. So therefore, none of you can become my disciple if you do not give up all your pos-
sessions."  

Celebrant The Gospel of the Lord.  
People             Praise to you, Lord Christ.  

The Sermon The Rt. Rev. Brian Prior          

The Bishop says 
 

The Candidate(s) will now be presented. 

Presenters I present these persons for Confirmation. 

or 
I present these persons to be received into this 
Communion. 

or 
I present these persons who desire to reaffirm 
their baptismal vows. 

Do you reaffirm your renunciation of evil? 

Candidate I do. 

Bishop 
Do you renew your commitment to Jesus Christ? 
Candidate  I do, and with God's grace I will follow him as my Savior and Lord. 

After all have been presented, the Bishop addresses the congregation, saying 
 
Will you who witness these vows do all in your power to 
support these persons in their life in Christ? 
 
People     We will 

The Bishop then says these or similar words 
 
Let us join with those who are committing themselves 
to Christ and renew our own baptismal covenant. 

Presentation and Examination of the Candidates 



Bishop      Do you believe in God the Father? 
 

People       I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

The Baptismal Covenant 

Bishop Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

People I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
    He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
        and born of the Virgin Mary. 
    He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
        was crucified, died, and was buried. 
    He descended to the dead. 
    On the third day he rose again. 
    He ascended into heaven, 
        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

Bishop Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
People I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

    the holy catholic Church, 
    the communion of saints,   
the forgiveness of sins, 
    the resurrection of the body, 
    and the life everlasting.  

Bishop Will you continue in the apostles' teaching and 
fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in the 
prayers? 

People I will, with God's help. 

Bishop Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever 
you fall into sin, repent and return to the Lord? 

People I will, with God's help. 

Bishop Will you proclaim by word and example the Good 
News of God in Christ? 

People I will, with God's help. 

Bishop Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving 
your neighbor as yourself? 

People I will, with God's help. 

Bishop Will you strive for justice and peace among all 

People I will, with God's help. 



Then the Bishop says 
Almighty God, we thank you that by the death and resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ you have 
overcome sin and brought us to yourself, and that by the sealing of your Holy Spirit you have bound us 
to your service.  Renew in these your servants the covenant you have made with them at their         
Baptism.  Send them forth in the power of that Spirit to perform the service you set before them; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 

For Confirmation 
The Bishop lays hands upon each one and says 
 
Strengthen, O Lord, your servant N. with your Holy Spirit; 
empower him for your service; and sustain him all the days 
of his life. Amen. 
 
or this 
Defend, O Lord, your servant N. with your heavenly grace, 
that he may continue yours for ever, and daily increase in 
your Holy Spirit more and more, until he comes to your 
everlasting kingdom.  Amen. 

Leader Send them into the world in witness to your love. 

People Lord, hear our prayer. 

   
Leader Bring them to the fullness of your peace and glory. 
People Lord, hear our prayer. 

Prayers for the Candidates 
 
The  Bishop then says to the congregation 
Let us now pray for these persons who have renewed their commitment to Christ. 
 
A Person appointed leads the following petitions 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Leader Deliver them, O Lord, from the way of sin and 
death. 

People Lord, hear our prayer. 

   
Leader Open their hearts to your grace and truth. 
People Lord, hear our prayer. 

   
Leader Fill them with your holy and life-giving Spirit. 
People Lord, hear our prayer. 

   
Leader Keep them in the faith and communion of your holy 

Church. 
People Lord, hear our prayer. 
  
  
Leader Teach them to love others in the power of the Spirit. 

People Lord, hear our prayer. 



For Reaffirmation 
N., may the Holy Spirit, who has begun a good work in you, direct and uphold you in the service of 
Christ and his kingdom.  Amen. 

The Bishop concludes with this prayer 
Almighty and everlasting God, let your fatherly hand ever be over these your servants; let your Holy 
Spirit ever be with them; and so lead them in the knowledge and obedience of your Word, 
that they may serve you in this life, and dwell with you in the life to come; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord.  Amen. 

The Peace  

The Peace is then exchanged. 

Bishop The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And also with you. 

Announcements 
Giving is available on-line by going to www.coascension.org  and click on the “Give” link 
 Or, text the word “GIVE” to (833)901-2138 and follow as prompted.  
Or, VENMO @churchoftheascension (look for our logo in color or gold 

Offertory Anthem: The Best of Rooms  (R. Thompson)  
 
Christ, He requires still, wheresoe’er He comes, To feed, or lodge, to have the best of rooms: Give Him 
the choice; grant Him the nobler part Of all the house, the best of all, the best of all’s the heart.  

Doxology  Hymn 380, v.3 (Lass tuns erfreuen) Old 100th  
 
Presentation 
 All things come of thee, O Lord, 
 And of thine own have we given thee.  Amen. 

Hඈඅඒ Cඈආආඎඇංඈඇ        
Great Thanksgiving, Eucharistic Prayer A                           
  

Celebrant The Lord be with you.  
People And also with you.  
Celebrant Lift up your hearts.  
People We lift them to the Lord.  
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
People It is right to give him thanks and praise.  
  
The Celebrant proceeds 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth. 
  

Because in Jesus Christ our Lord you have received us as your sons and daughters, made us citizens of 
your kingdom, and given us the Holy Spirit to guide us into all truth. 
  

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of 
heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
  



Sanctus Hymn S130 Holy, holy, holy (R. Powell)  



Celebrant and People 

Memorial Acclamation Hymn S135 (J. Hill) 

The Celebrant continues 
Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had fallen into 
sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal 
Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father 
of all. 
  

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your will, a perfect sacri-
fice for the whole world. 
  

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he 
had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, 
which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
  

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, 
“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for 
the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 
  

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

The Celebrant continues 
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. 
Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 
  
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food 
and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy 
Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your 
saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 
  
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 

The Celebrant then continues 
And now, as our Savior  
Christ has taught us, 
We are bold to say 

 Officiant and People                   
  

     Our Father who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy Name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
     Give us this day our daily bread. 
     And forgive us our trespasses 
 as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us. 
     And lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
     For thine is the kingdom,  
 and the power, and the glory,  
 for ever and ever. Amen.  



Breaking of the Bread                BCP 364 
A period of silence is kept. 
 

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.  

Music at Communion  Hymnal 1982   508   

Fraction Anthem S 164 Jesus, Lamb of God: Agnus Dei 



Hymn 655 



 Lay Eucharistic Commission 
In the name of this congregation, we send you forth bearing these holy gifts, that those to whom you go 
may share with us in the communion of Christ’s body and blood.  
All: We who are many, are one body because we all share in one bread, one cup.  

The Post Communion Prayer 
After Communion, the Celebrant says 
Let us pray. 
  

Celebrant and People 
Eternal God, heavenly Father, 
you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food 
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage 
to love and serve you 
with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Hymn 660 



Hymn in Procession 675 Take up your cross, the Savior said (Bourbon) 

Dismissal 
Let us go forth in the name of the Christ.  Alleluia, Alleluia! 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia! 
 
Voluntary  Mass for the Parishes: Offertoire sur les Grands jeux  (F. Couperin  

Cൺඇൽංൽൺඍൾඌ ൿඈඋ Cඈඇൿංඋආൺඍංඈඇ 

Laure Spivey Edmondson 
Scott Michael Edmondson  

Barbara Jean Couch 
Carolyn Elizabeth King 

Cൺඇൽංൽൺඍൾඌ ൿඈඋ Rൾൺൿൿංඋආൺඍංඈඇ 

Jennifer Alta Bailey 

The Blessing 
The priest blesses the people, saying 
  

May the peace of God which passes all understanding  
keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God,  

and of his  Son Jesus Christ our Lord; 
 and the  blessing of God Almighty the Father, Son, and the Holy Spirit,  

be amongst you, and remain with you always. Amen. 



CHURCH OF THE ASCENSION 
315 CLANTON AVENUE 

MONTGOMERY, AL 36104 
(334)263-5529 ~ STAFF@COASCENSION.ORG 

  

www.coascension.org                  
  

Like us on Facebook, Instagram, YouTube and your favorite  
Podcast Channel 

The Episcopal Church of the Ascension @coascension 

Tඁൾ Fඅඈඐൾඋඌ ඈඇ ඍඁൾ Aඅඍൺඋ 
Aඋൾ ඀ංඏൾඇ ඍඈ ඍඁൾ ඀අඈඋඒ ඈൿ Gඈൽ ൺඇൽ ංඇ ආൾආඈඋඒ ඈൿ: 

Mr. and Mrs. William Patrick Vogtle 
Mr. and Mrs. Germer Petesch 

Mr. & Mrs. Alvin Ward Vogtle 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Stone Weatherly 

Mr. Borden Burr 
Mrs. Anne Burr Givhan 

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Stone Weatherley, Jr. 

Aඇൽ ංඇ Tඁൺඇ඄ඌ඀ංඏංඇ඀ ൿඈඋ: 
Virginia Elizabeth Weatherly 


