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Hඈඅඒ Eඎർඁൺඋංඌඍ Rංඍൾ II ~ 10:30 AM Lංඏൾඌඍඋൾൺආ 
 
Voluntary PréludeÊsurÊl’IntroïtÊdeÊl’ÉpiphanieÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊ(M. Duruflé) 
Introit  WillÊyouÊcomeÊandÊfollowÊme   Ê(M. Alexandra) 
 
Hymn 381 ThyÊstrongÊwordÊdidÊcleaveÊtheÊdarknessÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊ(Ton-y-Botel) 



Tඁൾ Wඈඋൽ ඈൿ Gඈൽ 
Celebrant:Ê Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 
People:Ê AndÊblessedÊbeÊhisÊkingdom,ÊnowÊandÊforÊever.ÊAmen. 
 

TheÊCelebrantÊsays 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the 
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily 
magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Song of Praise Hymn 280 GloryÊtoÊGodÊinÊtheÊhighestÊ(R. Powell) 



The Collect of the Day 
Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 
 
Give us grace, O Lord, to answer readily the call of our Savior Jesus Christ and proclaim to all people the 
Good News of his salvation, that we and the whole world may perceive the glory of his marvelous works; who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.  

Reader  The Word of the Lord.  
People  Thanks be to God.  

Tඁൾ Fංඋඌඍ Lൾඌඌඈඇ: Iඌൺංൺඁ 9:1-4 
AÊreadingÊfromÊtheÊbookÊofÊtheÊprophetÊIsaiah.Ê 

There will be no gloom for those who were in anguish. In the former time he brought into contempt the land 
of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the latter time he will make glorious the way of the sea, the land 
beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the nations. 
  
The people who walked in darkness 
 have seen a great light; 
 those who lived in a land of deep darkness-- 
 on them light has shined. 
  
You have multiplied the nation, 
 you have increased its joy; 
 they rejoice before you 
 as with joy at the harvest, 
 as people exult when dividing plunder. 
  
For the yoke of their burden, 
 and the bar across their shoulders, 
 the rod of their oppressor, 
 you have broken as on the day of Midian. 
   



Pඌൺඅආ  27:1, 5-13 

1 The Lord isÊmyÊlightÊandÊmyÊsalvation; 
 whomÊthenÊ/ÊshallÊIÊ/Êfear?Ê* 
 the Lord isÊtheÊstrengthÊofÊmyÊlife; 
 ofÊ/ÊwhomÊthenÊ•ÊshallÊ/ÊIÊbeÊa-Ê/Êfraid? 
 
5ÊOneÊthingÊhaveÊIÊaskedÊofÊthe Lord; 
 oneÊ/ÊthingÊIÊ/Êseek;Ê* 
 thatÊIÊmayÊdwellÊinÊtheÊhouseÊofÊtheÊ/ Lord allÊ•ÊtheÊ/ÊdaysÊofÊ•ÊmyÊ/Êlife; 
 
6ÊToÊbeholdÊtheÊfairÊ/ÊbeautyÊofÊ•Êthe /ÊLord * 
 andÊtoÊ/ÊseekÊhimÊ/ÊinÊhisÊ/Êtemple. 
 
7ÊForÊinÊtheÊdayÊofÊtroubleÊheÊshallÊkeepÊmeÊ/ÊsafeÊinÊ•ÊhisÊ/Êshelter;Ê* 
 heÊshallÊhideÊmeÊinÊtheÊsecrecyÊofÊhisÊdwelling 
 andÊsetÊmeÊ/ÊhighÊup-Ê/ÊonÊaÊ/Êrock. 
 
8ÊEvenÊnowÊheÊ/ÊliftsÊupÊ•ÊmyÊ/ÊheadÊ* 
 aboveÊmyÊ/Êene-Ê•ÊmiesÊ/ÊroundÊa-Ê/ÊboutÊme. 
 
9ÊThereforeÊIÊwillÊofferÊinÊhisÊdwellingÊanÊoblation 
 withÊ/ÊsoundsÊofÊ•ÊgreatÊ/Êgladness;Ê* 
 IÊwillÊsingÊandÊmakeÊ/ÊmuÊ-ÊsicÊ/ÊtoÊthe /ÊLord. 
 
10ÊHearkenÊtoÊmyÊvoice,ÊO /ÊLord,ÊwhenÊ•ÊIÊ/Êcall;Ê* 
 haveÊ/ÊmercyÊonÊmeÊ•ÊandÊ/ÊanÊ-ÊswerÊ/Ême. 
 
11ÊYouÊspeakÊinÊmyÊheartÊandÊsay,Ê/Ê"SeekÊmyÊ/Êface."Ê* 
 YourÊface, /ÊLord,Ê/ÊwillÊIÊ/Êseek. 
 
12ÊHideÊnotÊyourÊ/ÊfaceÊfromÊ/Ême,Ê* 
 norÊturnÊawayÊyourÊ/ÊserÊ-ÊvantÊ/ÊinÊdis-Ê/Êpleasure. 
 
13ÊYouÊhaveÊbeenÊmyÊhelper; 
 castÊmeÊ/ÊnotÊa-Ê/Êway;Ê* 
 doÊnotÊforsakeÊme,ÊOÊ/ÊGodÊofÊ/ÊmyÊsal-Ê/Êvation. 



Sequence Hymn  707  TakeÊmyÊlifeÊandÊletÊitÊbeÊ(Hollingside)  

Reader  The Word of the Lord.  
People  Thanks be to God.  

Tඁൾ Eඉංඌඍඅൾ: 1 Corinthians 1:10-18 

AÊreadingÊfromÊPaul’sÊfirstÊletterÊtoÊtheÊCorinthians. 

Now I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you be in agree-
ment and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be united in the same mind and the same purpose. 
For it has been reported to me by Chloe’s people that there are quarrels among you, my brothers and sisters. 
What I mean is that each of you says, “I belong to Paul,” or “I belong to Apollos,” or “I belong to Cephas,” or 
“I belong to Christ.” Has Christ been divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or were you baptized in the name 
of Paul? I thank God that I baptized none of you except Crispus and Gaius, so that no one can say that you 
were baptized in my name. (I did baptize also the household of Stephanas; beyond that, I do not know whether 
I baptized anyone else.) For Christ did not send me to baptize but to proclaim the gospel, and not with elo-
quent wisdom, so that the cross of Christ might not be emptied of its power. 
  

For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power 
of God. 
  



The Sermon:  TheÊRev.ÊDavidÊHall 

 The Nicene Creed                    
We believe in one God, 
   the Father, the Almighty, 
   maker of heaven and earth, 
   of all that is, seen and unseen. 
  
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
    the only Son of God, 
    eternally begotten of the Father, 
    God from God, Light from Light, 
    true God from true God, 
    begotten, not made, 
    of one Being with the Father; 
    through him all things were made. 
    For us and for our salvation 
        he came down from heaven, 
    by the power of the Holy Spirit 
        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary 
        and was made man 
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
        he suffered death and was buried. 
        On the third day he rose again 
            in accordance with the Scriptures; 
        he ascended into heaven 
            and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
        and his kingdom will have no end. 
  
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

Celebrant:Ê The Gospel of the Lord. 
People:Ê Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

Celebrant:Ê The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
People:Ê Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

Tඁൾ Gඈඌඉൾඅ: Matthew 4:12-23 

When Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew to Galilee. He left Nazareth and made his home in 
Capernaum by the sea, in the territory of Zebulun and Naphtali, so that what had been spoken through the 
prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled: 
  

“Land of Zebulun, land of Naphtali, 
on the road by the sea, across the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles— 

the people who sat in darkness 
have seen a great light, 

and for those who sat in the region and shadow of death 
light has dawned.” 

From that time Jesus began to proclaim, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 
 

As he walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew his brother, 
casting a net into the sea—for they were fishermen. And he said to them, “Follow me, and I will make you fish 
for people.” Immediately they left their nets and followed him. As he went from there, he saw two other broth-
ers, James son of Zebedee and his brother John, in the boat with their father Zebedee, mending their nets, and 
he called them. Immediately they left the boat and their father, and followed him. 
  
Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the good news of the kingdom 
and curing every disease and every sickness among the people. 



The Prayers of the People are according to Form IV, found on page 388. (PauseÊforÊaÊcount ofÊfour.)  
 
Let us pray for the Church and for the world.  
  
Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name mayௗbe united in your truth, live together in your love, 
and revealௗyour glory in the world.  We pray for Sarah, the Archbishop of Canterbury select; Sean, our Presid-
ing Bishop; Glenda our bishop; and Candice and David, our clergy. 
  
Silence  
  

Lord, in your mercy  
HearÊourÊprayer.  
  

Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in theௗways of justice and peace; that we may honor one 
anotherௗand serve the common good.  We pray for Donald, our President; Kay, our Governor; Steven, our 
Mayor.  
  

Silence  
  

Lord, in your mercy  
HearÊourÊprayer.  
  

Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its resources rightly in the service 
of othersௗand to your honor and glory.  
  

Silence  
  

Lord, in your mercy  
HearÊourÊprayer.  
  

Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grantௗthat we may serve Christ in them, and love one 
another as heௗloves us.  We pray for the safety of our armed forces both here and abroad, we pray for peace in 
our country, in our homes, in our hearts, and the world; and we give thanks for Ascension Day School. We 
pray for our capital campaign The Way, The Truth, and The Life. 
 

 We pray for the discernment of the 13th bishop of Alabama: 
Almighty God, giver of every good gift: Look graciously on your Church, and so guide the minds of those 
who shall choose a Bishop for the Diocese of Alabama, that we may receive a faithful pastor who will preach 
the Gospel, care for your people, equip us for ministry, and lead us forth in fulfillment of the Great Commis-
sion. 
  

Silence  
  

Lord, in your mercy  
HearÊourÊprayer.  
  
Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, orௗspirit; give them courage and hope in their troubles, 
andௗbring them the joy of your salvation.  We pray especially for Julia, Bo, Brett Paul, Kenneth, Brittney,    
Violet and Family, Andi, Janet, George, Sue & Bill, Ann , Betty, Sophie, Hugh, Marion, Ginny, Lila, Bruce, 
Anne, Ann.    
 

We give thanks for the birth of a son, William Edwards Speaks, Jr , to Elizabeth and William Speaks; grand-
son of Foy McGowin. 

    who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
    who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
    who has spoken through the prophets. 
    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 



Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
SilenceÊmayÊbeÊkept. 
 

MinisterÊandÊPeople 
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your 
Name. Amen. 
 

TheÊPriest,ÊstandsÊandÊsays 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in 
all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 

The Peace                   
Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
People AndÊalsoÊwithÊyou.Ê 
 
Announcements 
GivingÊisÊavailableÊon-lineÊbyÊgoingÊtoÊwww.coascension.orgÊÊandÊclickÊonÊtheÊ“Give”Êlink 
ÊOr,ÊtextÊtheÊwordÊ“GIVE”ÊtoÊ(833)901-2138ÊandÊfollowÊasÊprompted.Ê 
Or,ÊVENMOÊ@churchoftheascensionÊ(lookÊforÊourÊlogoÊinÊcolor. 
 
Offertory Anthem   TheÊLordÊisÊmyÊlightÊÊ(B. Cunliffe) SeeÊtoday’sÊappointedÊPsalmÊ27. 
  

Presentation ÊTheÊDoxologyÊ  (HymnÊ380,Êv.Ê3)ÊÊ(OldÊ100th) 
 Celebrant:ÊAll things come of thee, O Lord, 
 People:ÊÊÊÊAndÊofÊthineÊownÊhaveÊweÊgivenÊthee.ÊÊAmen. 
  

Holy Communion  
Eucharistic Prayer B 
TheÊpeopleÊremainÊstanding.ÊTheÊCelebrantÊfacesÊthemÊandÊsays  
  
   The Lord be with you. 
People  AndÊalsoÊwithÊyou. 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People  WeÊliftÊthemÊtoÊtheÊLord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People  ItÊisÊrightÊtoÊgiveÊhimÊthanksÊandÊpraise. 
  
TheÊCelebrantÊproceeds 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator 
of heaven and earth. 
 

Because in the mystery of the word made flesh, you have caused a new light to shine in our hearts, to give the 

Cඈඇൿൾඌඌංඈඇ ඈൿ Sංඇ 

 Silence  
 Lord, in your mercy  
HearÊourÊprayer.  
  

We commend to your mercy all who have died especially for those in whose memory the altar flowers are giv-
en:  Richard Brent Burk, Charles & Kitty Frazer, Charles (Boo) Frazer, Jr. Eleanor & Robert Woodfin, Carol 
& Jerry Smith, William Burk & Virginia Burk, Gladys & George Murphy, Tressa Nicewarner  that your 
willௗfor them may be fulfilled; and we pray that we may shareௗwith all your saints in your eternal kingdom. 
 

Silence  
  

Lord, in your mercy  
HearÊourÊprayer.   
 

[StayÊuntilÊtheÊpriestÊhasÊfinishedÊtheÊcollect.]  



Sanctus Hymn S129 Holy,Êholy,ÊholyÊ(R. Powell)  

TheÊCelebrantÊcontinues 
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from your crea-
tion, this bread and this wine. 
  

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the 
Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be     ac-
ceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection 
under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, with you, Mary, and all your saints, we may 
enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all 
creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation. 
  

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours,  Almighty      
Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 
  

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in creation; in the 
calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made 
flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Sav-
ior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before 
you. In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 
  

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for 
the remembrance of me." 
  

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, "Drink this, 
all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of 
sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me." 
 

Therefore according to his command, O Father, 

The Holy Eucharist II, Memorial Acclamation: Prayer B 
TheÊHymnalÊ1982,ÊServiceÊMusic, #138 

knowledge of your glory in the face of your son Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, 
who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:   



Breaking of the Bread                                 BCP 364 
AÊperiodÊofÊsilenceÊisÊkept. 
 

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
ThereforeÊletÊusÊkeepÊtheÊfeast.ÊAlleluia. 
 
FractionÊAnthem S163  LambÊofÊGodÊ(R. Powell)  

TheÊCelebrantÊsays 
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him 
in your hearts by faith with thanksgiving.  

TheÊCelebrantÊthenÊcontinues 
And now, as our Savior  
Christ has taught us, 
We are bold to say 
 
 OfficiantÊandÊPeople                   
  

     Our Father who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy Name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
     Give us this day our daily bread. 
     And forgive us our trespasses 
 as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us. 
     And lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
     For thine is the kingdom,  
 and the power, and the glory,  
 for ever and ever. Amen.  



 Lay Eucharistic Commission 
In the name of this congregation, we send you forth bearing these holy gifts, that those to whom you go may 
share with us in the communion of Christ’s body and blood.  
All:ÊWeÊwhoÊareÊmany,ÊareÊoneÊbodyÊbecauseÊweÊallÊshareÊinÊoneÊbread,ÊoneÊcup.  

The Post Communion Prayer 
AfterÊCommunion,ÊtheÊCelebrantÊsays 
Let us pray. 
  
CelebrantÊandÊPeople 
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our Savior Je-
sus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into 
the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of 
heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
  
The Blessing 
May Almighty God, who sent his Son to take our nature upon him, bless you in this holy season, scatter the 
darkness of sin, and brighten your heart with the light of his holiness. Amen. 

 Communion Hymns: HymnalÊ1982: 661 



Processional Hymn 539  OÊZion,Êhaste,ÊthyÊmissionÊhighÊfulfillingÊ(Tidings)  



Dismissal 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. Alleluia. Alleluia.  
ThanksÊbeÊtoÊGod.ÊAlleluia,ÊAlleluia! 
 

Voluntary  VariationsÊonÊÊ“AnÊOldÊChristmasÊCarol”Ê (Elizabeth Mounsey)  
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