The Episcopal Church of the
Ascension

We believe in sharing love and grace
with God and one another.

THE TWENTIETH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
OCTOBER 11, 2026

The Rt. Rev. Richard Lawson, Bishop of Alabama
The Rev. Candice B. Frazer, Rector

The Rev. David Hall, Interim Associate Rector

MINISTERS SERVING THIS SUNDAY

PIANIST & CHOIR MASTER: Meg Griffin AV CREW: Jason Pate
LECTOR: Mark Bullock ALTAR GUILD:
LEMs: Kaye Porter, Emily Pritzel, Alice Blake, Terryn Abner
Harry Simon FLOWER GUILD: Richard Norris

VERGER: Bill Garrett
ACOLYTES: Alden Pate,
Dylan Curvin, Sam Edmundson



HoLY EUCHARIST RITE TwO 11:00 AM

Prelude: Consolation No. 3 in D-Flat Major (Franz Liszt)
Processional Hymn 616 Hail to the Lord's anointed (Es flog eins kleins Waldvogelein)

1 Hail to the Lord’s A - noint - ed, great Da-vid’s great - er Son!
2 He comes with suc - cor speed - 'y to those who suf - fer wrong,
3 He shall come down like show - ers wup - on the fruit - ful earth,
4 Kings shall bow down be - fore him, and gold and in - cense bring;
5 O’er ev - ery foe vic - to - rious, he on his throne shall  rest;
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1 Hail, in the time ap - point - d, his reign on earth be - gun!
2 to help the poor and need - vy, and bid the weak be strong;
3 and love, joy, hope, like flow - ers, spring in his path to birth:
4 all na - tions shall a - dore him, his praise all peo-ple  sing;
5 from age to age more glo - rious, all bless-ing and all - blest:
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1 He comes to break op - pres - sion, to set the cap-tive free;
2 to give them songs for sigh - ing, their dark-ness turn to light,
3 be - fore him on the moun - tains shall peace, the her-ald, go;
4 to him shall prayer un - ceas - ing and dai - ly vows a -scend;
5 the tide of time shall nev - er his cov - e-nant re -move;
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1 to take a - way trans-gres - sion, and rule in eq - ui - ty.
2 whose souls, con-demned and dy - ing, were pre - cious in his sight.
3 and right - eous - ness in foun - tains from hill to val - ley flow.
4  his king - dom  still in - creas - ing, a king - dom with-out end.
5 his Name shall stand for ev - er, his change-less Name of Love.
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Words: James Montgomery (1771-1854); para. of Psalm 72. Music: Es flog ein kleins Waldvégelein, German folk song; adapt.
and harm. 4 Student’s Hymnal, 1923, after Henry Walford Davies (1869-1941).



The Word of God

Celebrant:  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit
People: And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

The Celebrant says
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the

thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily
magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Song of Praise Glory to God S280 (R. Powell)
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Music: Robert Powell (b. 1932), rev. Setting: Copyright © Church Publishing Inc.

The Collect of the Day
Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.

Celebrant Let us pray.

Lord, we pray that your grace may always precede and follow us, that we may continually be given to good
works; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for
ever. Amen.

THE FIRST LESSON: EXODUS 32:1-14

A reading from the book of Exodus.

When the people saw that Moses delayed to come down from the mountain, the people gathered around Aaron,
and said to him, “Come, make gods for us, who shall go before us; as for this Moses, the man who brought us up
out of the land of Egypt, we do not know what has become of him.” Aaron said to them, “Take off the gold rings
that are on the ears of your wives, your sons, and your daughters, and bring them to me.” So all the people took
off the gold rings from their ears, and brought them to Aaron. He took the gold from them, formed it in a mold,
and cast an image of a calf; and they said, “These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the land of
Egypt!” When Aaron saw this, he built an altar before it; and Aaron made proclamation and said, “Tomorrow
shall be a festival to the Lord.” They rose early the next day, and offered burnt offerings and brought sacrifices
of well-being; and the people sat down to eat and drink, and rose up to revel.

The Lord said to Moses, “Go down at once! Your people, whom you brought up out of the land of Egypt, have
acted perversely; they have been quick to turn aside from the way that [ commanded them; they have cast for
themselves an image of a calf, and have worshiped it and sacrificed to it, and said, ‘These are your gods, O Israel,
who brought you up out of the land of Egypt!”” The Lord said to Moses, “I have seen this people, how stiff-
necked they are. Now let me alone, so that my wrath may burn hot against them and I may consume them; and of
you I will make a great nation.”

But Moses implored the Lord his God, and said, “O Lord, why does your wrath burn hot against your people,
whom you brought out of the land of Egypt with great power and with a mighty hand? Why should the Egyptians
say, ‘It was with evil intent that he brought them out to kill them in the mountains, and to consume them from the
face of the earth’? Turn from your fierce wrath; change your mind and do not bring disaster on your people.
Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, your servants, how you swore to them by your own self, saying to them,
‘I will multiply your descendants like the stars of heaven, and all this land that I have promised I will give to your
descendants, and they shall inherit it forever.””” And the Lord changed his mind about the disaster that he planned
to bring on his people.

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

PsaLm 106:1-6, 19-23

1 Hallelujah!

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, *
for his mercy endures for ever.

2 Who can declare the mighty acts of the Lord *
or show forth all his praise?

3 Happy are those who act with justice *
and always do what is right!



4 Remember me, O Lord, with the favor you have for your people, *
and visit me with your saving help;
5 That I may see the prosperity of your elect
and be glad with the gladness of your people, *
that I may glory with your inheritance.
6 We have sinned as our forebears did; *
we have done wrong and dealt wickedly.
19 Israel made a bull-calf at Horeb *
and worshiped a molten image;
20 And so they exchanged their Glory *
for the image of an ox that feeds on grass.
21 They forgot God their Savior, *
who had done great things in Egypt,
22 Wonderful deeds in the land of Ham, *
and fearful things at the Red Sea.
23 So he would have destroyed them,
had not Moses his chosen stood before him in the breach, *
to turn away his wrath from consuming them.

The Epistle: Philippians 4:1-9
A reading from Paul’s letter to the Philippians.

My brothers and sisters, whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm in the Lord in this way, my
beloved.

I urge Euodia and I urge Syntyche to be of the same mind in the Lord. Yes, and I ask you also, my loyal
companion, help these women, for they have struggled beside me in the work of the gospel, together with Clement
and the rest of my co-workers, whose names are in the book of life.

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is
near. Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your
requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts
and your minds in Christ Jesus.

Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing,
whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these
things. Keep on doing the things that you have learned and received and heard and seen in me, and the God of
peace will be with you.

Reader The Word of the Lord.

People Thanks be to God.

Sequence Hymn 592 Teach me, my God and King (Carlisle)
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1 Teach me, my God and King, in all things thee to see; and
2 Al may of thee par - take; mnoth - ing can be so mean, which
3 A ser-vant with this clause makes drudg -er - y di - vine: who
4  This is the fa-mous stone that turn -eth all to gold; for
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what 1 do in an - y - thing, to do it as for thee.
with this tinc - ture, “for thy sake,” will not grow bright and clean.
sweeps a room, as for thy laws, makes that and theac-tion fine.

that which God doth touch and own can - not for less be told.
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Words: George Herbert (1593-1633). Music: Carlisle, Charles Lockhart (1745-1815).

Holy Gospel Matthew 22:1-14

Celebrant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.

People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Once more Jesus spoke to the people in parables, saying: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king
who gave a wedding banquet for his son. He sent his slaves to call those who had been invited to the wedding
banquet, but they would not come. Again he sent other slaves, saying, ‘Tell those who have been invited: Look,
I have prepared my dinner, my oxen and my fat calves have been slaughtered, and everything is ready; come to
the wedding banquet.” But they made light of it and went away, one to his farm, another to his business, while
the rest seized his slaves, mistreated them, and killed them. The king was enraged. He sent his troops, destroyed
those murderers, and burned their city. Then he said to his slaves, ‘The wedding is ready, but those invited were
not worthy. Go therefore into the main streets, and invite everyone you find to the wedding banquet.” Those slaves
went out into the streets and gathered all whom they found, both good and bad; so the wedding hall was filled
with guests.

“But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who was not wearing a wedding robe, and
he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you get in here without a wedding robe?” And he was speechless. Then the king
said to the attendants, ‘Bind him hand and foot, and throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping
and gnashing of teeth.” For many are called, but few are chosen.”

Celebrant The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon The Rev. David Hall

The Nicene Creed

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.



For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary
and was made man
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

The Prayers of the People Form IV

The Prayers of the People are according to Form 1V, found on page 388. (Pause for a count of four.)

Let us pray for the Church and for the world.

Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united in your truth, live together in your love,

and reveal your glory in the world. We pray for Sarah, the Archbishop of Canterbury; Sean, our Presiding
Bishop; Richard our bishop; and Candice and David, our clergy.

Silence

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and peace; that we may honor one
another and serve the common good. We pray for Donald, our President; Kay, our Governor; Steven, our

Mayor.

Silence

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its resources rightly in the service of
others and to your honor and glory.

Silence



Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may serve Christ in them, and love one
another as he loves us. We pray for the safety of our armed forces both here and abroad, we pray for peace in
the world: in our country; in our homes; and in our hearts: and we give thanks for Ascension Day School.

We pray to you almighty God, maker of heaven and earth, inspire your people by your creative vision in the
growing of your church, that we may partner with you and one another to share in The Way, The Truth, and The
Life, our capital campaign.

Silence

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give them courage and hope in their troubles,

and bring them the joy of your salvation. We pray especially Lavonne, Margaret, Neal, Tuttie, Billy, Dan, Julia,
Bo, Brett, Paul, Kenneth, Violet and family, Andi, George, Ann, Sue & Bill, Betty, Hugh, Ginny, Lila, Bruce,
Ann

Silence

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

We commend to your mercy all who have died_especially for those in whose memory the altar flowers are
given: Warren Gaston, Hugh Ackis, Charles and Maudie Bell, Hugh and Margaret Ackis, James and Genie
Gaston that your will for them may be fulfilled; and we pray that we may share with all your saints in your
eternal kingdom,

Silence

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

[Stay until the priest has finished the collect.]
The Confession and Absolution

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Silence may be kept.

Leader and People

Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father;

in your compassion forgive us our sins,

known and unknown,

things done and left undone;

and so uphold us by your Spirit

that we may live and serve you in newness of life,
to the honor and glory of your Name;

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.



The Priest, stands and says

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins
through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in
eternal life. Amen.

The Peace

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.

Announcements

Giving is available on-line by going to our website and click on the “Give” link. Or on Venmo:
@ChurchoftheAscension-Montgomery,Alabama

Offertory Anthem King of Glory, King of Peace (David Walker)
The Presentation  The Doxology: Hymn 380, vs. 3 (0ld 100™)

Celebrant All things come of thee, O Lord.
People And of thine own have we given thee.

The Holy Communion
The Great Thanksgiving
Eucharistic Prayer B
Celebrant The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.

Celebrant Lift up your hearts.

People We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant Let us give thanks unto our Lord God.
People It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator
of heaven and earth.

For you are the source of light and life, you made us in your image, and called us to new life in Jesus Christ our
Lord.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven,
who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

Sanctus Hymn
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Ho -1y, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord, God of pow-er and might,

heaven and earth are full of your glo - ry. Ho -



san - na in the high - est. Ho - san-na in the high - est.
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san - na in the high-est. Ho - san-na in the high-est.
Music: From A Cammunity Mass; Richard Proulx (b. 1937). Copyright © 1971, 1977 GIA Publications, Inc.

The people kneel or stand.

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in creation; in the
calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made
flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior
and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In
him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.

At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it, or to lay a hand upon it; and at the words
concerning the cup, to hold or place a hand upon the cup and any other vessel containing wine to be consecrated.

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for
the remembrance of me."

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, "Drink this, all
of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me."

Therefore, according to his command, O Father,

Memorial Acclamation

Celebrant and People

We remember his death,

We proclaim his resurrection,

We await his coming in glory;
The Celebrant continues

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from your creation,
this bread and this wine.

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the Body

of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable
through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your
Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, with all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of
your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and
the author of our salvation.



By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father,
now and for ever. AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ hath taught us, we are bold to say,

People and Celebrant
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread
A period of silence is kept.

Celebrant Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
People Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

Fraction Anthem: Hymn S165 Jesus Lamb of God
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on us. Je-sus, re-deem-er of the world: Give us your peace.

Music: William Mathias (1934-1992). Copyright © 1976 Oxford University Press.

Celebrant
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in
your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.



Communion Hymns: 652
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2 In sim - ple trust like theirs who heard, be - side the Syr - ian
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1 ways! Re - clothe us in our right - ful mind, in
2  sea, the gra - cious call - ing of the Lord, let
3 bove, where Je - sus knelt to share with thee the
4 ceasc; take from our souls the strain and stress, and
5 balm; let sense be dumb, let flesh re - tire; speak
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1 pur - er lives thy ser - vice find, in deep-er rev-erence, praise.
2 us, like them, with - out a word,rise up and fol - low thee.
3 si - lence of e - ter-ni -ty in - ter-pret-ed by love!
4 let our or - dered lives con-fess the beau-ty of thy peace.
5 through the earth-quake, wind, and fire, O  still, small voice of calm.

Words: John Greenleaf Whittier (1807-1892), alt. Music: Rest, Frederick Charles Maker (1844-1927.
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Words: Traditional Latin. Music: Dona nobis pacem, traditional canon.



After Communion, the Celebrant says
Lay Eucharistic Commission:
In the name of this congregation, we send you forth bearing these holy gifts, that
those to whom you go may share with us in the communion of Christ’s body and blood.
All: We who are many, are one body because we all share in one bread, one cup

Post Communion Prayer
Celebrant Let us pray.

The People join in saying this prayer

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our Savior Jesus
Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the
world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Blessing
The peace of God which passeth all understanding
keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God,
and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord;
and the blessing of God Almighty the Father, Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be amongst you, and remain with you always. Amen

Processional Hymn 625 Ye holy angels bright (Darwell's 148th)
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1 Ye ho - ly an - gels bright, who wait at God’s right hand, or
2 Ye bless - ed souls at rest, who ran this earth - ly race and
3 Ye saints, who toil be - low, a - dore yourheaven - ly King, and
4 My soul, bear thou thy part, tri - umph in God a - bove: and
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with a well - tuned heart sing thou the songsof love! Let all thy
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through the realms of light fly at your Lord’s com - mand, as - sist our
now, from sin re - leased, be - hold the Sa - vior’s face, God’s prais - es
on - ward as ye go some joy-ful an - them sing; take what he
with a  well-tuned heart sing thou the songs of love! Let all thy
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days till life shall end, what - e€’er he send, be filled with praise.
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song, for else the theme too high doth seem for mor - tal tongue.
sound, as in his sight with sweet de - light ye do a - bound.
gives and praise him still, through good or ill, who ev - er lives!
days till life shall end, what - e’er he send, be filled with praise.
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Words: Richard Baxter (1615-1691); rev. John Hampden Gurney (1802-1862). Music: Darwall’s 148th, melody and bass John
Darwall (1731-1789); harm. William Henry Monk (1823-1889), alt.; desc. Sydney Hugo Nicholson (1875-1947).

The Dismissal

Celebrant:  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Postlude: Fugue in G Major

(JS Bach)



come back and take you to be with
me that you also may be where | am.

-John 14:2-3, NIV

‘ 2My Father’s house has many

. - rooms; if that were not so, would |
have told you that | am going there

to prepare a place for you? 3And if |

. ‘ go and prepare a place for you, | will

Plenty
Good Room

In John 14:2, Jesus assures his disciples that his Father’s house has many dwelling
places and that he goes to prepare a place for them. This year’s stewardship
campaign “Plenty Good Room” reminds us that God’s welcome is abundant: there
is a place for every person in the household of faith at the Church of the Ascension.

Christian stewardship is more than fundraising. It is the grateful use of our time,
abilities, relationships, and financial resources to make God’s hospitality visible
and tangible at Church of the Ascension and in our community. Our generosity
becomes a practical witness that, in God’s house and at Ascension, there is indeed
Plenty Good Room.

-Jimmy Walter
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esserts

The luncheon will follow church on October 25.

¢
Please bring a side or dessert to share.
The church will provide |
fried chicken and beveraggs u,uUl/ ud
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THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE ASCENSION
315 Clanton Avenue
Montgomery, AL 36104
(334)263-5529 ~ STAFF@COASCENSION.ORG
WWW.coascension.org
Like us on Facebook, Instagram, YouTube and your favorite Podcast Channel
The Episcopal Church of the Ascension @coascension



